UNITED STATES

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20549

FORM 8-K

CURRENT REPORT

Pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934


Date of Report (Date of earliest event reported)	October 13, 2016



Oil-Dri Corporation of America
[image: ]

(Exact name of registrant as specified in its charter)




	Delaware
	001-12622
	
	36-2048898

	
	
	
	

	(State or other jurisdiction of incorporation)
	(Commission File Number)
	(IRS Employer Identification No.)

	410 North Michigan Avenue
	

	Suite 400
	
	
	

	Chicago, Illinois
	
	
	60611-4213

	
	
	

	(Address of principal executive offices)
	(Zip Code)

	Registrant’s telephone number, including area code
	(312) 321-1515
	

	
	
	
	


[image: ]
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Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of the following provisions (see General Instruction A.2. below):

· Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

· Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

· Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

· Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))

Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Principal Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Principal Officers.

(c) On October 13, 2016, the Board of Directors of Oil-Dri Corporation of America (the “Registrant”) appointed Michael A. McPherson as Chief Development Officer. Mr. McPherson, who is 51 years old, previously served as Vice President, Business-to-Business Marketing & Business Development, of the Registrant since 2013. A copy of the Registrant’s press release announcing Mr. McPherson’s appointment is attached as Exhibit 99.1 and the information contained therein is incorporated herein by reference.

(d) On October 13, 2016, the Board of the Registrant appointed George C. Roeth as a member of the Board. Mr. Roeth is a board member and the President and Chief Executive Officer of Central Garden & Pet Company. Mr. Roeth retired as the Chief Operating Officer of Lifestyle, Household and Global Operating Functions of The Clorox Company in 2014 after serving in various roles with the company since 1987. A copy of the Registrant’s press release announcing Mr. Roeth’s appointment is attached as Exhibit 99.1 and the information contained therein is incorporated herein by reference.

Item 8.01 Other Events.

At its regular meeting on October 13, 2016, the Registrant’s Board of Directors declared quarterly cash dividends of $0.22 per share of the Registrant’s Common Stock and $0.165 per share of the Registrant’s Class B Stock. The dividends will be payable on December 2, 2016, to stockholders of record at the close of business on November 18, 2016. A copy of the Registrant’s press release announcing these matters is attached as Exhibit 99.1 and the information contained therein is incorporated herein by reference.

Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(d) Exhibits

	Exhibit
	

	Number
	Description of Exhibits

	
	
	

	99.1
	
	Press Release of the Registrant dated October 13, 2016



SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.


OIL-DRI CORPORATION OF AMERICA

By:	/s/ Douglas A. Graham
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Douglas A. Graham

Vice President and General Counsel

Date: October 13, 2016
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Exhibit 99.1

Oil-Dri Announces Appointment of George C. Roeth as Board Member and Michael A. McPherson as Chief Development Officer and Declaration of Quarterly Dividends


CHICAGO-(October 13, 2016)- Oil-Dri Corporation of America (the “Company”) (NYSE: ODC) announced that effective today, George C. Roeth, President and Chief Executive Officer of Central Garden & Pet Company, has been appointed to its Board of Directors.

Mr. Roeth joined the Board of Directors of Central Garden & Pet Company in 2015 and was named President and Chief Executive Officer of that company in 2016. He also currently serves on the board of the East Oakland Youth Development Foundation.

Until recently, Mr. Roeth advised on consumer packaged goods investments while serving on the Gryphon Investors Executive Advisory Board.

Mr. Roeth spent the majority of his career in several senior-level marketing and operations roles at The Clorox Company (“Clorox”). Most recently, he served as Chief Operating Officer of Lifestyle, Household and Global Operating Functions. Mr. Roeth also served as Chairman of the Board for the Clorox and Procter & Gamble Glad Products Joint Venture.

Daniel S. Jaffee, President and Chief Executive Officer stated, “I am very pleased to welcome George to our Board of Directors. I am certain that given our current business focus, George’s wealth of knowledge and extensive experience in the consumer packaged goods industry will be beneficial to Oil-Dri.”

Mr. Roeth received a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration from the University of California at Berkeley in 1983 and earned a Master’s in Business Administration from Kellogg Graduate School of Management of Northwestern University in 1987.

Also effective today, Oil-Dri’s Board of Directors appointed Michael A. McPherson as Chief Development Officer (“CDO”) and an executive officer of the company. In his expanded role, Mr. McPherson will lead an internal team in ensuring the Company’s new product and business development efforts are successful from conception through commercialization.
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Reagan B. Culbertson

Investor Relations Manager

Oil-Dri Corporation of America

reagan.culbertson@oildri.com

(312) 706 3256
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In announcing Mr. McPherson’s promotion, Daniel Jaffee stated that, “Mike’s promotion is well-deserved. His dedication and acumen is an enormous asset to Oil-Dri. In his new role, Mike will focus on internal alignment behind the most critical development projects and work to ensure that our efforts are resourced, funded, and implemented in a manner that aligns Oil-Dri for success.”

Mr. McPherson joined the Oil-Dri team in 2003. He has served as Vice President of Business-to-Business Marketing and Business Development since 2013. His background is in sales and marketing management, international market development and new technology commercialization.

Prior to Oil-Dri, Mr. McPherson served as Market Director, Latin America at The Dexter Corporation and General Manager of Dexter Mexicana S.A. de C.V. its Mexican subsidiary. He relocated to Mexico to oversee the design and construction of a coatings formulation plant and to expand its business in the region.

He earned his Master’s in Business Administration from Northern Illinois University.

In addition to his new role as CDO, Mr. McPherson will continue to oversee Oil-Dri’s Business-to-Business Marketing Department and Corporate Communications.

In addition to the Company’s new appointments, the Board of Directors today declared quarterly cash dividends of $0.22 per share of the Company’s Common Stock and $0.165 per share of the Company’s Class B Stock.

The dividends declared today will be payable on December 2, 2016, to stockholders of record at the close of business on November 18, 2016. The Company has paid cash dividends continuously since 1974 and has increased dividends annually for each of the last thirteen years.

The Company expects to release earnings for its first quarter of fiscal year 2017 after the close of the U.S. stock market on Thursday, December 8, 2016 and to host an earnings teleconference on Friday, December 9, 2016. Teleconference details will be communicated via web alert approximately one week prior to the call.

Oil-Dri will host its Annual Meeting of Stockholders on Tuesday, December 13, 2016 starting at 9:30 am, Central Time. The meeting will be held at The Standard Club, 320 South Plymouth Court, Chicago, Illinois 60604. The record date for voting eligibility at the Annual Meeting is October 17, 2016.

###

Oil-Dri Corporation of America is a leading supplier of specialty sorbent products for agricultural, horticultural, fluids purification, specialty, industrial and automotive markets and is a leading manufacturer of cat litter.
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